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Last week, leaders of El Salvador's major political parties expressed their willingness to discuss a
proposal made public Jan. 24 by the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN). Principal
features of the rebel proposal are that the FMLN would participate in general elections and honor
the results, if the elections are postponed from March 19 to Sept. 15, and if certain guarantees are
put in place by the government and the armed forces to ensure that the balloting would be free and
competitive. The Salvadoran military has rejected the proposal, as has the government of President
Jose Napoleon Duarte on grounds that postponing the elections would be "unconstitutional."
On Feb. 17, the Mexican Foreign Ministry announced that on request by Duarte's government
and the Salvadoran parties, Mexico had agree to host the encounter between party and FMLN
delegations scheduled for Feb. 20-21 at a government-run resort in Oaxtepec, Morelos state, about
40 miles southeast of Mexico City. As a result of last-minute changes in the arrival of political
party representatives and "security precautions," accounts of developments surrounding the
encounter are somewhat contradictory. Summarized below are reports as received from the Mexican
government's news service, Notimex, among other media sources. Feb. 17: An estimated 1,500
people attended a demonstration organized by the Salvadoran National Workers Union (UNTS) in
San Salvador, to express support of the FMLN's peace initiative, and the denounce the "terrorist
activities of the government's armed forces." The UNTS office in the capital was bombed on Feb.
14. In an interview with Notimex, UNTS leader Marco Tulio Lima said the meeting in Mexico would
impact negatively on El Salvador's "popular movement," in that no one "expects much" in terms
of tangible results. According to Lima, the participating political parties intend only to create "false
expectations." Moreover, he added, representatives of El Salvador's popular movement were not
involved by the parties in discussions with the FMLN. Feb. 19: Notimex reported that its sources
had confirmed that the political party-FMLN discussions would begin on the morning of Feb. 20
in Oaxtepec. The sources also confirmed that rebel commanders Shafik Jorge Handal and Roberto
Roca had arrived in Mexico, and that political- diplomatic commission members Salvador Samoyoa
and Ana Guadalupe Martinez were also in the country. A spokesperson for the commission said
that a last-minute site change was possible. The commission spokesperson told Notimex that
delegates from the following political parties would attend the meeting: Authentic Christian
Movement (MAC), National Conciliation Party (PCN), Popular Union (UP), Renovating Action Party
(Accion Renovadora-PAR), Democratic Nationalist Union (UDN), Nationalist Republican Alliance
(ARENA), Democratic Convergence (CD), and the Christian Democrat Party (PDC). According to
AP, representatives of several political parties arrived in Mexico City shortly after noon, and headed
straight for Oaxtepec. AP reported that the FMLN was represented by two military commanders,
and two members of its diplomatic and political commission; the Republican Nationalist Alliance
(ARENA) party by its vice presidential candidate, Francisco Merino; the Christian Democrat
Party, by Eduardo Colindres, Duarte's chief of protocol; and the Democratic Convergence, by its
presidential candidate, Guillermo Ungo, and party coordinator Ruben Zamora. The FMLN politicaldiplomatic commission members in Mexico, according to AP, were Miguel Saenz and Salvador
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Samayoa. Humberto Centeno, member of the UNTS executive committee, told Notimex that on
Feb. 22 in Mexico, the FMLN has planned to meet with representatives from El Salvador's four
major labor organizations to inform them "of the results of the meeting with the representatives
of the political parties." Centeno said five UNTS members would travel to Mexico. As of Sunday
afternoon, the participation of delegates from the National Worker-Campesino Union (UNOC), and
the Salvadoran Workers Central (CTS), and the General Public Employees Association (AGEP), had
not been confirmed. On the FMLN's proposal, Centeno said, "The elections are used to continue the
war and legitimize repression. If they can be postponed, it would open the way to bring peace to El
Salvador." In a communique transmitted by rebel station Radio Venceremos, the FMLN announced
a unilateral cease-fire for Feb. 20-21. Rebel forces would fight, said the communique, only if attacked
by Salvadoran troops. Feb. 20: Salvador Samoyoa told Notimex that the meeting in Mexico with
political party representatives was not well- received by the armed forces. Next, Miguel Saenz
told reporters that the first day of discussions had been postponed until 12 noon, due to a delay in
the arrival of certain party representatives. At this time, according to Notimex, Samayoa and Ana
Guadalupe Martinez, FMLN delegates, and Saenz, member of the political-diplomatic commission,
were on site in Oaxtepec. Notimex reported the following persons would be representing respective
organizations: commanders Shafik Handal and Roberto Roca, and Samoaya and Martinez, FMLN;
Francisco Merino and Armando Calderon, ARENA; Pablo Mauricio Albergue, Christian Democrats;
Guillermo Ungo and Ruben Zamora, Democratic Convergence; Hugo Carrillo (presidential
candidate), National Conciliation Party; Julio Adolfo Rey Prendes (presidential candidate), Authentic
Christian Movement; and, Hugo Barrera (presidential candidate) and Maria Julia Castillo (Popular
Union). Cmdr. Handal told reporters that if a postponement of the elections is not accepted, "there
will be no agreements at this meeting." The first day of discussions finally commenced at 5:30
p.m., more than four hours behind schedule. At a press conference, Handal reiterated that if the
elections are postponed and realized under conditions that would ensure free and competitive
balloting, it "would mean a permanent cessation of the armed struggle." In San Salvador, about
300 workers affiliated with the UNTS assembled downtown to express support for the FMLN's
peace initiative. The demonstrators carried posters demanding that political parties take the rebels'
proposal seriously, and that the government hold free elections and eliminate repression. The UNTS
announced that a delegation representing four labor organizations would arrive in Mexico on Feb.
22 to discuss results of the FMLN-political parties encounter. Feb. 21: The FMLN presented a new
document containing appendices to the Jan. 24 proposal. Samayoa asserted that the three major
features of the rebels' proposal are the cessation of hostilities, "political aspects" of electoral reform,
and international supervision of the elections. Samayoa attempted to minimize the importance of
the absence of military representatives at the meeting. In contrast, Handal said, "The army has been
the great elector in El Salvador in recent years." FMLN Cmdr. Roca described the meeting as a first
step in a process that must include negotiations with the military and the government of President
Jose Napoleon Duarte. In comments to journalists several party representatives emphasized the
possibility of a "de facto" withdrawal of presidential candidates from the race, thereby creating
legal conditions for guaranteeing the credibility of elections scheduled for a later date. According to
Notimex, in the first round of the meeting in Mexico, ARENA was notable for its absence. [Basic data
from Notimex, 02/17-21/89; Xinhua, 02/17/89, 02/20/89; Novedades (Mexico), 02/20/89]
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